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@ i the children's books she publishes,

Nancy Traversy is living colorfully, after moving her family from England
to Concord, Massachusetts. Her use of art and story to cultivate children's
tolerance, curiosity, and imagination guides her company, Barefoor Books.
Nancy's philosophy extends from her business plan to her personal life
and determines how she raises her four children and spends her time. It
also inspired the design of her fanciful home.

“Imever really knew [ could do any design unril I started doing books,”
says Canadian-born Nancy, who worked in finance in England for many
years, although she didn’t fit the corporate mold. These days, a full
expression of her whimsical aesthetic is obvious in the home that she
shares with husband Martin Lueck, daughrers Meaghan, 13, Kristen, 11,
Erin, 10, and son Jordie, 8. Their straight-laced Colonial, built in the 1790s,
belies rthe enchanted aumosphere inside. “With books, we've tried to
create stories and art that are innovarive, imaginative, quirky, and have a
sense of the unexpecred,” says Nancy. “When we moved inra rhis house,
I thoughr, ‘I want it to be imaginative, [ want it to be unexpected

Mancy (abave left) says she was brave encugh to dacarate her home the

way she did "because | 'd just done this completely mad store.” Located in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, Barefoot Books (top and above right) shares her
home's colar scheme and its drama. In the store, banners hang fromthe
ceiling and a reading throne graces a platform.
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Because of numerous additions and
renavarions over the years, including
Naney and Martin's kitchen redo, the
home's structure has a fun-house quality
wirth multifarious [leor and ceiling
elevarions and rhree quirky staircases.
Layered onto this eccentric floor plan is
whar, ar first, appears to be an unbricled
display of colars, patterns, and shapes.
Once eyves have adjusted and the mind
accepts that it has entered a fantastical
place, the home's carefully coordinated
contemporary design comes into focus.

Az a srarring poing, Nancy turncd to &
collection of original arr by Rachel
Griflin, a textile artist whose work
illusrrares some of the Barcfoot Books.
Griffin’s art is playful enough for kids yer
sophisticated enough for adults, a
descriprion rhar alsa fits the house,

Nancy's beloved colors of red, achre,
purple, and black are used in various
combinarions, and are always grounded
by chartrense—one color that runs
throughout the rooms. This palette also
regularly appears in Barefoot Books.
The predominant repeating parrern
throughout the house is a sporty checle
erboard, on rugs, candlesticks, and
shower curtains. Nancy's painstaking
attention to detail is evident everywhere:
beads edge curtain valances, a colorful
tile pattern accents the kirchen range
arca, and exactly the right shade of green
highlights a floor.

The kitchen s long and multifunctional
with twao areas divided by a double-sided
fireplace (right). "l love coming hame fram
work and having a warmand enclosed
comfortable space,” says Nancy. Onone
end of the two-room space (above [aff) are
upholstered chairstacing the fireplace
and two pull-down decks where the kids
cando homework. The display chelf,
aninexpensive piece froma previous
kitchen, is painted high-gloss black for
asophisticated touch. The fayer (laff),
which iz painted mestly shades of green,
is more monochromatic than most of the
house. "There’s so much happeninginall
the rooms around it, | feel like it's mice to
have alittle casis of calm and simple inthe
middle,” says Nancy.
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When Nancy and Martin acquired the house in 2001, they
liked its large size bur nor irs small powder blue kitchen. “1
saw It and thought: We need a beart o this home,” says
MNancy. “We could be in the kitchen and rhe kids could be
doing their homewnork, and we'd all be together.™ Thus began
an 18-month renovation that expanded the kitchen, opening
it in two directions. The new space has room for a sofa,
many seats fior breal:fast and homework, and a double-sided
fireplace. The house design is gearcd toward family life and
nurturing children, the same goals rhar Nancy had when
she starred her book business,

Afrer she left the corporate world, Nancy joined a small
design company in a financial role. *Through thar period 1
hecame more interested in things that were visual,” she
says. She then started a consulting agency to help small
creative businesses get off the ground. Thar's when she mer
lessa Strickland, a Random House editor who wanted to
start a children’s book publishing company. The two joined
[orees in 1993, launching Barefoar Books from their living
rooms. “We felr there was a need ro expose children to the
values and traditions of other cultures,” sayz Nancy, whao

The children have always shared bedrooms
{right). Textile art by Rachal Gritfin hangs above
thebedroomfireplace. Nancy customized a
calalog chest (above) with painted stripes and
newfabric panels. At the windows, $20/yard
crepe tabricis stitched in dramatic shapes
and accented by small amountz of a mers
expensiva designer fabric inastar pattern,
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has taken her children to Europe, Australia,
South Africa, and Egypr. To illustrare the
words, the women chose to hire undiscov-
ered artists who could blossom with them.
The arrists were affordable and afren mare
distinetive than well-known illustrators.
“We wanted to put equal emphasis on the
art,” she says.

By 1908, Nancy thought it was time to
[ocus on the North American market. “By
rhis rime 1 had abour 16 employees coming
into my house every day, and 1 had four kids
under 6, she says. To bring rhis grassroots
business approach to America, Nancy knew
she’d have to move here.

While Barefoot Books sells hooks and
relared products directly from irs Cambridge
store, catalog, and Wb site (www.barefool-
hooks.com), one of their grassroots efforts
was to launch a program based on Nancy
and Tessa’s experience starting out. The
Stall Holder program lets parents who need
a flexible schedule sell the books direcrly
{rom their homes. “Women like us, they are
people who see thar we srarred from home,
we had kids.” says Nancy. “We Lknow abour
trying to balance.”

In her home, Nancy's love of playful,
colorful design sers the scene for a fulfilling
family lifestyle. “The children’s clearest
family Images are in rhe kirchen, Sunday
dinner, and in their rooms at night,” says
Mancy, whose personal life i also enhanced
by her design. “Whar | wear, whar | want o
be surrounded by, and my books, they're
all the same,” she says. [ think it"s very
unusual to have something that goes right
through vour life.” @
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The children share the bathroom (above),
located between two bedrooms. For the
kids' vanity and shower wall (leff), Nancy had
several tiles custom made to match her color
scheme, and then filled in with inexpensive
white tiles. The multicolar check shower
curtain fabricis repeated inthe bathroom
window treatment.



